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UNH News: UNH Police Department Takes Back Unwanted Prescription Drugs April 27
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UNH Police Department Takes Back Unwanted Prescrip on Drugs April 27
DURHAM, N.H. – The University of New Hampshire Police Department and the Drug Enforcement
Administra on (DEA) will give the public its sixth opportunity in three years Saturday, April 27, 2013, to prevent
pill abuse and the by ridding their homes of poten ally dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted
prescrip on drugs. Bring medica ons for disposal to the UNH Police Department at 18 Waterworks Road from
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. or UNH Health Services at 4 Pe ee Brook Lane from noon to 4 p.m. The service is free and
anonymous, no ques ons asked.
Last September, Americans turned in 244 tons of prescrip on drugs at over 5,200 sites operated by the DEA
and its thousands of state and local law enforcement partners. In its ﬁve previous Take Back events, DEA and its
partners took in over 2 million pounds—over a thousand tons—of pills.
This ini a ve addresses an important public safety and public health issue. Medicines that languish in home
cabinets are highly suscep ble to diversion, misuse, and abuse. Rates of prescrip on drug abuse in the U.S. are
alarmingly high, as are the number of accidental poisonings and overdoses due to these drugs. Studies show
that a majority of abused prescrip on drugs are obtained from family and friends, including from the home
medicine cabinet. In addi on, Americans are now advised that their usual methods for disposing of unused
medicines—ﬂushing them down the toilet or throwing them in the trash—both pose poten al safety and
health hazards.
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